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Part 1 

In Mark 10:17-27 the rich young man was given a tough challenge.  He was rich, the pinnacle of what 

most people strive for and he was told to give it all up.  That has to be hard.  We can learn a lot of things 

from the story, but I would like to focus on his attitude.  He went away sorrowful.  I’m amazed that he 

didn’t even try.  There was no indication of him even going out to try to give away even a portion – he 

just went away sad.   

Often this is a passage that we try quickly to make sure that everyone knows that it was specific to that 

young man and doesn’t apply to us.  We say things like “he must have been real rich”, “his money must 

have been gotten illegally”, or “Jesus knew that money was his big problem.”  And that may even be 

right.  Let’s grant that Jesus knew that money was his big problem for a moment and then ask the 

question: IF God were going to test your love for “money versus God”, how would he phrase the 

instruction to you? 

Our challenge is not stated in a single passage.  In 1 Corinthians 16:1-4 we are told to give to the Lord “in 

keeping with his income” – that could be a significant challenge.  It is open ended, so how much is that? 

Is the sky is the limit? Should rich people give enough to be equal to the poor?  Is it some unspecified 

universal percentage?  Is it a graduated percentage like income taxes, the richer you get, the higher 

percent you are expected to pay?  He just didn’t come out and say it.  

Then there is 2 Corinthians 9:7 “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  The phrases “not under compulsion” 

and “cheerful giver” almost sound like the exact opposite of what was required in 1 Corinthians 16.  I 

can see people saying to themselves: “Well I reluctantly part with every dollar that I make – even for 

food, if you make me give anything, then it is under compulsion” or “I put a $20 in the basket and I’m 

cheerful with that.  Any more than that and I become a grouch.”   Isn’t that what the rich young man 

basically said by his actions? 

Just these passages alone show us the genius of God’s plan.  He is interested in if we are more tied to 

him or to the world.  In Matthew 6:21 Jesus said, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 

also.” This is rather telling because you can tell a lot about someone based on how they spend their 

money.  Not counting mandatory spending (like taxes) what do you spend your money on?  Is it on 

retirement?  Education?  Recreation?  A hobby?  A collection? A house?  None of these are bad, just 

telling.   A person with a $10,000 collection of hurricane lamps and a house that is falling apart tells you 

that he treasures his collection above his house.  A person who spends $40,000 per year on an 

education that will net them a job that pays about $30,000 per year says that he really values education.  

Someone who invests in his retirement account to the point that he will make more money in 

retirement than he did while he was working says that he highly values retirement.   According to Jesus, 

your treasure and your heart are in the same location. 

Just a little later in Matthew 6:24 Jesus added, "No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the 

one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both 

God and Money.”  It is easy to convince ourselves that we aren’t serving money, but which are you 

devoted to in reality? When faced with a spending choice, do you make sure that all of your wants 

(beyond needs) are satisfied before you even consider God?  When faced with an earning choice (new 

job, overtime, etc.) do you first consider how it impacts your spiritual life or do you start ticking off all 

the things you are going to buy with the next paycheck?   
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There are other warnings, too.  In Hebrews 13:5 it says, “Keep your lives free from the love of money 

and be content with what you have, because God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake 

you."  Can you be content with what you currently have?  Or maybe even less than what you currently 

have?  These are tough questions that we may not want to honestly answer.  The rich young man just 

went away sad. 

Part 2 

If God is testing us to see if we love him more than money, what would all of our clues look like?  So far 

in summary we are to give as we have been prospered (1 Cor 16:1-4), but we aren’t told how much.  We 

are told to give cheerfully (2 Cor 9:7), but we aren’t told how little.  We have to watch out for greed 

(Matt 6:21, 24, Heb 13:5) and giving is certainly a way to demonstrate to ourselves that we are not 

mastered by it.  So, how much should we be considering?  Let’s start by considering some interesting 

clues in the Old Testament. 

Abram had his encounter with Melchizedek in Genesis 14:20 which says, “And blessed be God Most 

High, who delivered your enemies into your hand." Then Abram gave him a tenth of everything.”  Abram 

was rich and even richer still by being the rightful owner by right of conquest to the wealth of at least 2 

cities and possibly as many as 9 cities.  Under those circumstances he gave a tenth to God.  There is no 

indication that he had to give anything.  It was what Abraham considered appropriate.  Lest we think 

that Abram was greedy still he also then gave away the rest of the spoils and kept nothing which 

seemingly was based on an earlier oath to God.   

Then there is the story of Jacob and his encounter with God in a dream.   Genesis 28:20-22 says, “Then 

Jacob made a vow, saying, "If God will be with me and will watch over me on this journey I am taking 

and will give me food to eat and clothes to wear so that I return safely to my father's house, then the 

LORD will be my God and this stone that I have set up as a pillar will be God's house, and of all that you 

give me I will give you a tenth." At the time of the vow, Jacob had nothing.  He was even using a rock for 

a pillow.  His tenth was what he considered appropriate regardless of whether all he got was just basic 

necessities or if he became fabulously wealthy.   

In the Law of Moses God set a strict 10%.  In Leviticus 27:30-32, “‘A tithe of everything from the land, 

whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the LORD; it is holy to the LORD… ”  Then 

in Deuteronomy 26:12 “When you have finished setting aside a tenth of all your produce in the third 

year, the year of the tithe, you shall give it to the Levite, the alien, the fatherless and the widow, so that 

they may eat in your towns and be satisfied.”  That tenth was for those who taught and led them and for 

the poor.  This is very similar to the uses that are given to us in the NT times. 

There are other interesting wordings.  For example in Deuteronomy 16:10 “Then celebrate the Feast of 

Weeks to the LORD your God by giving a freewill offering in proportion to the blessings the LORD your 

God has given you.”  The wording is so similar to 1 Corinthians 16 – it is almost like there really has been 

no change from what was spelled out in the Old Testament and what is being hinted at in the New.  

And God was certainly serious about it.  In the last book before God was silent for several hundred 

years, God spoke through Malachi to the Israelites in Malachi 3:8-12 "Will a man rob God? Yet you rob 

me.  But you ask, 'How do we rob you?'  In tithes and offerings.  You are under a curse—the whole 

nation of you—because you are robbing me.  Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may 

be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the 

floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.  I will 

prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit," says the 

LORD Almighty.”  Evidently the people found it hard to keep up with the demands that 10% places on 
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them.  So, just like now, an easy area to give up on when times are lean, is to give up on the offerings to 

God.   Since God did not need the tithes (Psalms 50:12), he must have been withholding the blessings for 

some other purpose.  It wasn’t to benefit God; it was to the benefit of the Israelites.  There is a reason 

that God wanted the Israelites to be in the habit of giving. He wanted them to trust him. 

I often wonder if God knew that 10% was right at that threshold of saying “I’m committed”.  We often 

don’t think much about those things that take up a small percentage of our income, but there is 

something that kicks in when we cross that threshold that says, “This is a major deal here.” 

So, if God gave you a test?  The only difference between the rules of the Law and the New Testament is 

that in the Law, 10% was required.  An exact percentage is not mentioned in the New.  The phrasing is 

similar, the uses of the collected money are similar, and the need was similar.  In the days of the 

patriarchs, 10% was freely given by an extremely rich man and promised by an extremely poor one.  We 

saw that in Malachi, God wanted the Israelites to trust him first.  He would bestow blessings, but they 

had to trust him.  In Hebrews we see the same thing said but maybe phrased backwards.  Be content 

with what you have – because God is in control. 

So, if you give 10%, then you will become rich?  I really doubt it.  If you give as you have been prospered, 

you will have enough – maybe not even enough for a flat screen TV, but it will be enough.  So, just like 

the rich young man in Mark 10, we’ve been given a test of loyalty between God and Money.  It was 

phrased in a way so that it doesn’t strike us the same way.  It takes wisdom to determine if we are 

behaving like the rich young man.  We can turn and walk away sad.  We can rationalize a paltry sum of 

money.  We can at least try to get into the rhythm of giving as we have been prospered.  We can go cold 

turkey and give as we’ve been prospered.  

 I gave a similar lesson 20 years ago. One member came up to me afterward and said, “I did not realize 

what 1 Corinthians 16 meant even after hearing nearly every week for 4 years.  I have really failed on 

this one because I am a rich man.  It will take me a month or so to rearrange my finances, but I will start 

giving as I have been prospered.”  There was the man that Jesus was looking for. 


